at that time upon a river, the Zwyn, But early in the fifteenth century the waterway began
to be filled up with silt and sand, which sounded the death-knell to the prosperity of Damme
and Sluys, and even of opulent Bruges. By the nineteenth century, the river was dried up.
A canal now connects these three towns with the sea? and a canal connects Bruges with Ostend,
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